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In league with UK
TATHRA Rugby League Club 
has announced a new part-
nership with English club 
the London Chargers, in an 
exciting first for both clubs. 

The reciprocal deal will 
provide an opportunity for 
players to experience a new 
way of life in the other city, in 
a deal that Tathra Sea Eagles 
secretary Matthew Hughes 

said had benefits for both 
players and respective clubs. 

"We wanted to expand our 
horizons, giving players the 
opportunity to experience 
what it's like to be in anoth-
er country - playing rugby 
league, living there and hav-
ing the opportunity to trav-
el," Hughes said.

"From our point of view 
it's about putting Tathra on 
the map and advertising it 
to one of the biggest capital 

cities in the world.
"The rugby league seasons 

coincided with each other 
and with the partnership we 
can always guarantee to send 
players back and forth."

London Chargers chair-
man Todd Peut was equally 
excited for the partnership 
and said he looked forward 
to the opportunity - some-
thing the London club had 
been considering for a while. 

"Getting that flow of 

Australians to come over and 
Poms to go the other way, 
that's why we wanted to set 
it up," Peut told the Bega Dis-
trict News this week.

"It just so happened that 
Matt reached out. It was 
something our club had 
been talking about for a cou-
ple of years now but it was 
never formalised."

No stranger to Aussie 
rugby league players, the 
London Chargers started 

out a decade ago with a large 
Australian contingent ac-
cording to Peut.

Since then, while the num-
bers of Aussie players had 
slightly dropped for the Lon-
don side, domestic interest 
had grown rapidly, as well as 
players from neighbouring 
European countries.

"When we started out in 
2013 the majority of the side 
were Australians. 

"Moving into where we are 

now I reckon we only have a 
handful of Aussies, about 10 
per cent of the side," he said. 

Each club will be a point of 
contact for players looking to 
make the move.

The partnership will see 
the clubs assisting with 
finding accommodation and 
work for players, while also 
helping them to adjust in 
their new country.
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BY SAM ARMES

RUGBY LEAGUE

The Tathra Sea Eagles have announced a reciprocal deal with the London Chargers, facilitating moves between clubs for players in years to come. Picture supplied
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Proudly part of the community since 1864

Bega Valley thanks
its first responders

BEGA Valley first responders
have been thanked for all
their efforts in assisting and
ensuring the safety and well-
being of the community.

Fortem Australia commu-
nity engagement coordinator
Jacqueline Smith said Thank
a First Responder Day, June
8,was anopportunity to raise
awareness about the impor-
tance of supporting themen-
tal health and well-being of
first responders.

A morning tea was held
at the Bega Civic Centre
and hosted first responders
along with their families and
friends, as well as mental
health workers and those in
the bushfire recovery space.

"On behalf of Fortem and
the Bega Valley community I
want to let our first respond-
ers and their families know
that they're recognised, ap-
preciated, and valued," said
Ms Smith.

"We see you, we know you
hardly had a chance to catch
your breath after the bush-
fires, before floods, COVID,
and everything else just
came rolling in."

Bega Valley Shire Mayor
Russell Fitzpatrick spoke at
the event and thanked the
first responders for their ser-

vice and for often having to
put themselves in dangerous
situations to serve others. He
made a heartfelt acknowl-
edgement to the Bega Valley
first responders for their ef-
forts during the bushfires.

"The biggest thing I can
say is thank you for what you
do. You go above andbeyond
what is expected, it's great to
serve but when you put your
own life at risk to serve oth-
ers, that's the ultimate thing."

Superintendent district
manager Far South Coast
Angus Barnes was invited
to award six National Emer-
gency Medals to members
of various Far South Coast
firefighting brigades.

"After the 2019/20 fires,
the Governor General rec-
ognised the valuable con-
tribution of members of all
emergency services in sup-
porting communities across
Australia through that really
challenging event.

"As a mark of recognition
he decided to award mem-
bers of the community a
National Emergency Medal,"
saidMr Barnes.

The recipients were Ker-
ri-Lee Harris, Craig Butt,
Adele Thomson, Tim Wil-
liamson, Dom Firth, and dis-
trict coordinator Far South
Coast Daniel Osbourne.

BY ELLOUISE BAILEY

BRAVE RESPONDERS: Four of the six National Emergency Medal Award recipients Kerri-Lee Harris, Craig Butt, Adele
Thomson and Tim Williamson from Wonboyn Lake Brigade. Photo: Ellouise Bailey
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Small school, big idea

SOMETHING very
special has emerged
from the tiny
preschool at Rocky

Hall, with the publication of
a children's book written in
Yuin language.

A year in the making, the
children's book is written in
the South Coast language as
spoken by Elders, a language
in themidst of its own
revitalisation project.

Giiyong Bangari (Welcome
Sun) is written by RockyHall
preschool director Jodie
Dickinson and endorsed by
the Eden Language Group
and Eden Aboriginal Educa-
tion Consultative Group.

There is also an accompa-
nying video that has cultural
educator Nathan Lygon
reading the story in the
traditional language.

It's a simple children's
story but with a colourful
and complex inspiration.

It follows a group of young
children observing a family
of wombats going about
their day.

Banggadaan (pronounced
bung-ga-darn), is "Wombat".

Preschool director Jodie
Dickinson revels in sharing
stories of the resident
wombat that makes herself
at home in the preschool
sandpit or rainbow cubby -
or in one particularly messy
and smelly incident, the
outside toilet!

But more than that, it's the
children of Rocky Hall who
make this book so special.

"I wanted to write the
book with the children as
part of the story. So you can
see that the children are
represented in the book," Ms
Dickinson said.

"What we do here is each
child, all of us, adopt an
animal identity, similar to
a totem.

"So it's a really beautiful
way to teach about the
animal, the habitat.

"Then we teach howwe
can protect the animal and
protect habitat.

"So each child has their
own animal.They're very
proud of them, they all
chose their own, and each
child's animal has been
incorporated into the book."

Ms Dickinson said the
children's "spiritual connec-
tion" with their animals was

"seamless", even sharing an
anecdote about one young
child telling her how they
had to slow down on the
way to school "so we didn't
hit you" - Ms Dickinson is
"Buru", kangaroo.

"They are so engaged and
joyous about that connec-
tion as well, especially when
they learn their animal and
the animal's habitat, how we
can look after that animal,"
she said.

"Then we can teach a lot
about recycling, about how
plastics affect our oceans,
how they can affect our
jungaa for example, our
octopus. How some plastics
look like octopus and some
sea animals eat octopus.

"So you can connect it to
sustainability, recycling, it
all connects.

"It's not just a token of
'we're just going to pull
a little bit of Aboriginal
language out'. It's actually
embedded in all aspects of
the program."

As part of that teaching is
the preschool community's
connection to Country, and
connection to nature - for
Rocky Hall and its preschool,
that connection to nature is
abundantly clear.

"Every creature that
comes on to here, whether
it's the ants, spiders or bugs,
the children engagewith
that and everyone's excited
about that," MsDickin-
son said.

"We know not to touch
and know just to observe
and allow them to be here

with us."
Ms Dickinson said Indig-

enous culture and language
have been taught at Rocky
Hall formany years.

"It's part of what we do
every day," she said.

She said she and the
preschool community had
been building relationships
with the local Aboriginal
community for seven years.

Through grant funding
she has been able to employ
cultural educators likeMr
Lygon to visit the children.

"We know that education
is situational and contextu-
al," she said.

"The children are con-
nected to the land, they're all
from properties, andwildlife
is part of their everyday life.

"So that was sort of a
perfect fit to bring that in.

"I asked a young Aborig-
inalman from Eden who
I've known for a long time,
Nathan Lygon, and Chelsea
Atkins to come out and just
sort of have a go doing some
cultural stuffwith us.

"That was a first for them.
We worked for quite a few
years with Nathan and Chel-
sea here, they'd come once
a week andwe do dance
and language, some songs

and and lots of cultural stuff
that was connected to the
preschool in the landscape
and the animals out here."

However, with COVID
putting a temporary stop
to all school visits, Ms
Dickinson said she had to
"think creatively" about how
to continue developing a
language resource.

Hence the creation of
Giiyong Bangari.

"The goal has always been
that the language is like the
river here, the Towamba
River - we've done it for so
many years that the lessons
will follow the river down

into Towamba School,
Wyndham School and
onwards to the ocean," Ms
Dickinson said.

Giiyong Bangari comes
with a glossary and pro-
nunciation guide as well
as additional information
about Rocky Hall Preschool's
connection with local
Aboriginal culture.

The book is available to
purchase via the Rocky Hall
Preschool website, or from
theWyndham Store, Eden
Visitors Centre and Candelo
Books, Bega.
■ WATCHTHEVIDEO
ONLINE

Rocky Hall book in
Yuin language

BY BEN SMYTH

OUR
PEOPLE ‘‘The goal has

always been that
the language
is like the
river here, the
Towamba River -
we've done it for
somany years
that the lessons
will follow the
river down
into Towamba
School,
Wyndham
School and
onwards to the
ocean.
Jodie Dickinson

Rocky Hall Preschool director Jodie Dickinson (centre) with educators Lindy Cooper and Niomi Pilt and children Noah
Mebane, Elijah Mebane, Koa Clarke, Ali Dixon and Eloise Hanshaw. Photo: Ben Smyth

The book is available at the Eden Visitor Information
Centre, Wyndham General Store and Candelo Books.

Giiyong Bangari is written in the South Coast language as
spoken by Elders.
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DO YOU have empty walls in need of some
colour?Hundreds of original artworkswill be
for sale at thismonth'sMotel Art Fair.

Motel Art Fair, now in its second year, is
popping up in Eden in 2022 as Art Month
Sapphire Coast returns.

Bringing together a selection of Bega Val-
ley-based emerging and established artists
all presenting new and available artworks,
organisers were sure you'll find something to
suit your taste, space and spend.

Motel Art Fair is an amazing one-off op-
portunity to meet and buy artworks from
20 Bega Valley artists. Exhibiting artists will
each take over a room in Eden's NimoMotel,
creating a gallery space to display and sell
their works. With food, bar, live music and
DJs, it will be a great night, or day, out.

Friday, July 29, is VIP opening night, 6-
9pm,withChinese street food stall andLong-
stocking Brewery bar, Bega Sound Collective
DJs and performances. Tickets $10.

On Saturday, July 30, Motel Art Fair is
open to the public from 10amuntil 4pmwith
woodfired pizza, coffee and live music. Free
entry but register via the Art Month website,
artmonthsapphirecoast.com.au.

Motel
Art Fair
returns

Artist and illustrator Vanessa Mercecia at last year's inaugural Motel Art Fair held in Merimbula. Photo: Ellouise Bailey

THE Kalaru to Bega bike path has been well
and truly put on the back burner after coun-
cil agreed the financial impost could not be
countenanced while council was in its cur-
rent financial state.

The project would have provided a Tathra
to Bega bike path but it looks as though it is
likely to remain as a Tathra to Kalaru path for
some considerable time.

Council staff had costed the Kalaru to
Tathra section at a massive $18.8m for the
11.7km section.

But there is no funding available, nor is
there provision for whole of life cost alloca-
tions to account for any new assets in the
currently adopted long term financial plan.

Speakers for the Kalaru to Bega path,
including Bega Tathra Safe Ride secretary
Doug Reckord, called the design "gold plat-

ed" and said cheaper options were available,
suggesting that the use of concrete for the
path wasn't necessary.

But council's actingdirector, assets andop-
erations, Ian Macfarlane explained that they
had not done detailed studies on all surfaces
because concrete was the preferred surface.

He said concrete was easy to put downand
easy to access in the shire as opposed to bitu-
men or asphalt.

"There is no black top (asphalt) manufac-
turer in shire and it's not easy to put down.
Concrete is easy to put down and we know
it's approved, tried and tested. We could test

different options but the concept we put for-
ward is the one we would choose to use," Mr
Macfarlane said.

It was further explained that concrete is
not only readily available and proven, it has
longevity while asphalt deteriorates over
time. Council was told it was in council's in-
terest toput down the longest life surface and
while asphalt was cheaper in the short-term,
it wasn't long-term because on the increased
maintenance required.

But in the end much of this argument
was irrelevant because as Cr David Porter
said, council didn't have the money to build,
maintain or depreciate the path.

"There's no provision to do any more on
this and there's no money in the budget," Mr
Macfarlane added.

Council agreed to consider a funding
option in the context of a shirewide active
transport plan.

BY DENISE DION

Bike path put on back burner

Getting across Meakers Gully was
expected to be an expensive section.

‘‘There's no provision to
do anymore on this and
there's nomoney in the
budget.

Council's acting director, assets and
operations, Ian Macfarlane
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